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THE SCHOOL Remembers

A word from the
Headmaster...
In 2018 we celebrated
both the emancipation
of women and the end of
WW1. This edition of the
BST covers a huge variety
of both academic and cocurricular activities, but
as ever there is too much
interesting material to
fit everything in. These
activities and the breadth
of opportunities available
to all our students are what
shapes their lives during
their time at Brentwood
and beyond.
My personal highlight was
the celebration of the 30th
anniversary of Girls in the
First Year, when former
staff and pupils reunited to
reminisce and refresh old
friendships. 2018 also saw
a strong military theme
where the School and Old
Brentwoods combined at
many events, starting with
a trip to Ypres in March.
Commodore Jonathan
Fry (OB) and Korean War
veteran Peter West (OB)
were among the travelling
party. We welcomed Col.
Oliver Brown (OB) to our
biennial CCF Inspection
in October and he found
the contingent to be
“immensely impressive”.
November saw the School
and its CCF at several
services including
the Borough Civic
Remembrance Parade.
It is always a pleasure to
welcome Old Brentwoods
back to their School, so
please get in touch to
see for yourself how
the School continues to
develop and thrive. In the
meantime, my very best
wishes for a healthy and
happy 2019,

Our School CCF cadets, choirs, students, staff,
governors and Old Brentwoods travelled
to Ypres on the last day of the Lent Term to
rededicate our School’s Memorial Plaque,
originally unveiled in 2009. The School
returned to pay tribute to former pupils who
fell in the Great War 100 years ago.

The service was held in St George’s English
Church in Ypres and was conducted by
the School Chaplain, Revd Dr Adrian
McConnaughie. During the moving service,
the names of all 59 Old Brentwoods who
gave their lives were read out by current
pupils in the Third Year, while the School
Chaplain spoke of the loss and devastation
of the Great War, as well as the importance
of remembering those who courageously
gave their lives for our freedom and peace.

them as relevant in
2018 as they were in
1918.
The Headmaster
read the exhortation
and Korean War
veteran, Mr Peter
West (OB 19441947), rededicated
the plaque to
victims of the Great
War and subsequent conflicts.
Later that evening, a ceremony was held
at the Menin Gate Memorial, joined by
members of the CCF led by Contingent
Commander Lt Col John Seaman.
Poppy wreaths were laid at the Menin Gate
from different areas of the Brentwood

Revamp will place our Preparatory
School in Education Forefront
Building work on the multi-million pound Prep
Development is due to start this month giving us
the most significant opportunity to consolidate and
restructure the whole site since the Prep School’s
existence, 126 years ago. All the groundworks were
completed in Autumn and the eye-catching hoardings
have become a part of the School’s landscape,
delighting passers-by.

Navy Officer
and Old
Brentwood,
Commodore
Jonathan Fry
(OB 1974-1979)
gave a poignant
address to
mark the
ultimate sacrifices of a century ago, but
noted that School and CCF values such as
determination, teamwork, resilience and
leadership, have transcended time, making

The new and refurbished buildings will not only provide
a suite of state-of-the-art specialist teaching areas and
new Assembly and Dining amenities, but this September,
the Prep School will also be able increase the School roll
at the Year 3 entry point. Furthermore, with the expanded
and reorganised Early Years facilities, full-day nursery
places will run from 9am to 3.15pm and all parents will
have the option of wraparound from 7.30am to 6pm for
pupils of all ages.
School Community: four Third Year pupils
led by Kate Bowie-Britton laid one on behalf
of the School, Warrant Officer Eleanor
Pritchard led the party on behalf of the
CCF alongside RQMS Karla Odendaal and
CPO Tom Woolterton, and Old Brentwoods
John May and Commodore Jonathan Fry
accompanied the President of the Society of
Old Brentwoods (2017-18), Headmaster Ian
Davies, as he laid a final wreath on behalf of
the Society and all Old Brentwoods.
To read about the School CCF Remembrance
weekend, please go to page 18.

Page 2

SCHOOL Developments

Brentwood School Times 2019

The development is being constructed using high quality,
low energy designs, created by award-winning architects
Cottrell and Vermeulen, designers of the Senior School’s
Sixth Form Centre and Bean Academic Centre. Their
architectural vision will once again respond to and
respect the historical context of the School, and will also
have the added impact of linking the two School sites
aesthetically and structurally.

Ashton and Reception Development
Whilst the builders are modernising and rejuvenating
the Prep School site, the School has also asked Cottrell
and Vermeulen to redesign the Ashton building and
Reception area at the Senior School.
As always, their designs are set to be in keeping with
the School’s historic architecture with the desire to
open up the area and improve the visibility of some of
the School’s oldest buildings – Old Big School and the
Chapel. The Reception area is also being redesigned to
create a warm and welcoming new reception area for
all who visit Brentwood School.
This is by no means a purely aesthetic renovation
however. The Ashton building is being refurbished
in order to make way for modern, well-equipped
classrooms and facilities.

The Preparatory School Headmaster, Jason Whiskerd, is
very excited about the project knowing that it will provide
pupils with “access to the latest technology as they
embark on one of the greatest journeys in life: education.
The project will transform the Prep School.”
www.brentwoodschool.co.uk 
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PREP SCHOOL
Healthy Living

Chess Champion
Chess at the Prep School grew in
both popularity and success last
year, with 2018 closing on a high
when Nina Pert was crowned
national Under 12 Girls’ Chess
Champion, scooping the title
despite fierce competition from
players two years her senior.
Ten-year-old Nina took the Under 12
title at the English Chess Federation
one-day Rapidplay Championships
held at Chislehurst School for Girls
in Kent in November finishing a full
point clear of the field.
Nina’s success rounded off a
fantastic year for Prep chess; back
in May, the Prep School became
the first ever Essex school to win
the English Primary Schools’ Chess
Association (EPSCA) National U11
semi-finals. The A Team made up of
(in board order) Nina Pert, Max Pert,
Dmitry Molostvov, Jake Sedgley,
Jaideep Cheema and Adhvaith
Badhrinath topped the table of 40
qualifying schools.

A wonderful
healthy living
week was held for
KS1 and the Early
Years. Year 2 made
some very tasty
spicy chicken
wraps, while
in Year 1, the
children practised
their chopping skills to make some
excellent vegetable pizzas. The
younger children in Reception also
made fruit kebabs and in Nursery
they produced delicious fruit salads.

Super Swimming
Success
The Prep’s super
swimmers
enjoyed a
successful season.
Five swimmers
competed on the
national stage and
all qualified for a
place at the IAPS
National Swimming Finals at the
London Aquatics Centre in Stratford
– Ayobami Akindele, Oscar Field,
John McBurney and Sophie Young
from Year 5, plus Tobi Olajide, Year
4. Ayobami Akindele also scooped
gold and silver medals at the Essex
Swimming Championships as part
of the 200m Medley Relay and 200m
Freestyle Relay.
Year 6 pupil Sophie Young
participated in the Thurrock
Regional Qualifier Gala, swimming
in six races against other club level
swimmers. Sophie put in a great
performance for all strokes and
brought home five gold medals and
one silver medal, narrowly missing a
6th gold by three tenths of a second!

Golden Gymnasts
Grace Woodcock, Olivia Toms,
Delilah Sully, Jessica Jackson, Elisa
Huen and Sophie Cooke came 1st
in the Essex Schools’ Gymnastics
Association Floor and Vault Plate
Finals in March.

bMoneywize
Year 6 pupil
Tami Oyelakin
will soon be
giving financial
journalist
Martin Lewis
a run for his
money after
her first TV
appearance
as a bMoneywize ambassador.
Tami was a guest on the ITV
Lunchtime News programme,
which discussed children’s
perceptions of money and saving.

Bloomin’ Great
Gardening Club had a ‘Big Plant’
in September where all children
enjoyed having the chance to plant
a flower to brighten the tubs at the
rear of the School. Thanks to our
planting volunteers, the Prep School
managed to plant 160 plants in just
two hours!
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Football Glory

Sports Day
Well done to Heseltine who won
last year’s Prep Sports Day.

The U11 girls’ and boys’ football
squads both returned triumphant
from the Shenfield Football
Tournament in October. Both teams
had to fight hard for the title but
played exceptionally well.

Bananagrams
The 2018 Bananagrams Grand Final
was tense as Isabella Peacock and
Devanshi Sinha displayed brilliant
sportsmanship and smiles on their
concentrated faces. The game was
incredibly close from the start, and as
time ran out, each girl only had one
tile left to play, so a draw was declared.

Year 2’s Minion Mayhem

Tennis Star
Smashes
Amazon
Rankings
Year 5 star tennis
player Tahlia
Ayandare not
only moved up
the Lawn Tennis
Association
rankings but also
became a children’s author and found
herself ranked #1 on Amazon’s Young
Adult list. Each of the Year 5 pupil’s stories
offers helpful advice and inspiration
to other children looking to play
tennis either for fun or competitively.
www.brentwoodschool.co.uk 

KS1 Children In Need
Book Sale

Question Time
Mr Phil Ruck, the CEO of Brentwood
Borough Council, visited Year 6 pupils
to discuss how our local government
works and the role in which the
council plays in our daily lives. Our
pupils interacted well and had some
fantastic questions for him too.

STEM Day
Year 5 pupils were lucky enough to spend the day over at the Senior School
with Head of STEM, Mr Walland. They spent the day learning about forces,
how they work and their effects. Pupils then applied what they had learnt
to create and launch bottle rockets. All of the rockets were very successfully
launched and on-lookers could see, hear and feel the excitement of the pupils.
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SENIOR SCHOOL

LAMDA Students Stand
Up and Deliver

Glittering Awards
Ceremony for Orienteer
Superstar

School Trips
It was another busy year for our
students, not just with activities
at School but with the numerous
overnight and overseas trips that
were offered in 2018.
Students were given the opportunity
to travel to a total of 15 different
countries across the world, providing
them with varied and valuable
learning opportunities outside
the classroom. The extensive list
of countries included Sri Lanka,
Honduras, China, Nepal, Iceland and
Dubai. In fact, over 140 days were
devoted to trips last year alone.
Upcoming trip destinations for 2019
include Poland and South Africa; so
let the wanderlust continue!

UK Linguistic Olympiad Competition
Four students entered the UK Linguistic Olympiad last year, a competition
designed for students of any age and ability level, where competitors have to
solve linguistic data problems. Fifth Year students William Jones and Yunus
Anklert entered the Intermediate level competition and received a Gold award
and Bronze award respectively. In the Advanced competition, Upper Sixth Form
students Laura Maddison and Tess Birchley both received Bronze Awards.

Fourth Year pupil and keen orienteer
Kate Bowie-Britton was presented
with a prestigious achievement
award from the Jack Petchey
Foundation in May.
Kate is a determined and quickthinking orienteer but she has
an extra hurdle to overcome
before stepping out onto the
competition field as she suffers from
Hypermobility Syndrome, tibial
torsion and femoral anteversion. The
impact from this condition means
that Kate often suffers from falls and
has several muscular problems to
compete with. However, this has not
held Kate back from pursuing her
passion, with her joining not just
one but two orienteering teams –
the Brentwood School Orienteering
Team and Essex Stragglers
Orienteering Society.
Kate and her family attended the
glittering Jack Petchey Foundation
Awards Ceremony, which honoured
Achievement Award winners aged
11 to 25. Each winner received a
medallion, framed certificate and
£250 cheque, which Kate decided to
spend on a trip to the Essex Outdoors
Centre in Danbury for her and her
fellow orienteers.

Students achieved some outstanding
LAMDA results in March and
November. In both examination
periods, every single student passed
with the vast majority securing
merits and distinctions. Karlis
Tomsons scored 100% in his Public
Speaking exam, and Murray Peat
and Jack Cooper scored 97% and 96%
respectively. The following students
also secured the Bronze Medal
certification – Ellie Williams, Alana
Aseerwatham, Elizabeth HepburnBraham and Anoushka Angukumar.

Chess Team Proceed
to U19 British
Championships
In October, our School Chess Team
finished 2nd in the Eton College
Senior Rapid Play Tournament,
despite being mainly composed
of First Year pupils. They now
automatically qualify for the British
U19 Team Championships which is
an extraordinary achievement for any
team, but especially one so young.

The Sweet Taste of Victory
Star chef Sarah Blockley cooked up a storm at
the Teflon Diamond Standard Awards 2018.
Fifth Year student Sarah excelled at the national
competition, designed for amateur cooks to
showcase their talents.
Competing against 11 other finalists aged 12 to 16,
Sarah managed to produce a culinary masterpiece
of Raspberry and Pistachio Friands with a Sweet
Crème Anglaise Sauce and Tart Raspberry Coulis.
It was this dish that saw her finish as the joint
winner of the Keen Young Cook Award.

Thinking Outside the Box
Third Year pupil Tabitha Williams reached the
finals of the 2018 UK BEBRAS Computational
Thinking Challenge run by the University
of Oxford and supported by Google. The
challenge is designed to get students excited
about computing, problem-solving and
computational thinking.
Tabitha was invited to the final round of the
competition as one of the top 60 highest
achieving students in the intermediate age
group (12 to 14 years). Over 70,000 students
entered the first round in Tabitha’s age group,
so reaching the final of this annual UK
competition is an impressive achievement.

GCSE Results
Our students bucked the national grades trend when the Fifth Year collected their GCSE results in August. In spite of
negative forecasts for national education owing to a new exam structure for many subjects, a remarkable 29 students
received all A*-As / 9-7s, making it the School’s third best results in 10 years.
The elusive 9 grade, the highest level of the new grading system, was deemed to be fairly unobtainable with national reports
suggesting only 4% of pupils achieved it. However 18% of Brentwood School students received a 9. The percentage of A*/A (9-7)
grades rose 3% to 60% overall and virtually all students (97%) received C or above (9-4), also a rise of 3% from last year’s results.

Super Scout Heads Off for His Next Adventure
This festive season was an extremely memorable one for Fourth Year pupil and super Scout
Jack Elsworth, who headed to Adelaide, South Australia for the 25th Australian Jamboree.
Jack represented both the Essex Scouts and the United Kingdom at the 10-day event, hosted
by the Scouts SA. A Jamboree is often described as ‘an experience of a lifetime’, with a
‘pop-up city’ of around 10,000 people. Over the course of the event, Jack joined Scouts from
across the South Pacific and Australasian continent, undertaking community projects and
taking part in adventurous activities and team-building challenges.
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SIXTH FORM

Water Polo

Young Musician of the Year 2018
Jonathan Akerman reached the finals of the Stratford & East London Music
Festival Young Musician of the Year competition. He was one of just eight
outstanding finalists to perform at Forest School, out of almost 800 applications.
For the exciting finale of this well-established competition, Jonathan played the
marimba, a percussion instrument consisting of a set of wooden bars struck
with mallets. Despite the festival’s 136 years, it was the first time this instrument
had been heard at the competition, and organisers and adjudicators said they
felt privileged to hear Jonathan play.
Jonathan also competed as a finalist at the Havering Music School Young
Musician of the Year competition and this time the title didn’t pass him by.
He gave a breath-taking performance on the marimba once again and was
crowned Havering Young Musician of the Year 2018. Jonathan is a member of
the National Youth Orchestra and has gone on to study at the Guildhall School
of Music and Drama.

Upper Sixth Form student
and Water Polo Captain,
Jack Warman, was selected
to represent SWPL in an
International Tournament
against Australia in December.

Golf
Sixth Form student Sam Epstein
played two amazing rounds at the
Caribbean Championships and
missed out on 1st place by just two
shots. He has qualified for the 2019
Teen World Championships in
North Carolina.

Dynamic Drummer
Delights
Lower Sixth student Sebastian
Bloom regularly wows many
audiences with his drumming
ability and musical flare. Last
year, he successfully auditioned
to secure a position in the
National Youth Jazz Orchestra
(NYJO) Academy’s flagship band,
ensuring that he will continue to
astound many more audiences,
both at home and abroad.
This opportunity affords him
the chance to further develop
his technical abilities, all the while bringing him closer to fulfilling
his ambition of gaining a place at one of London’s prestigious music
colleges after he completes his A Levels.

Sixth Form A Level and IB Results

Triple Jumper Takes
Medal in Her Stride

IB students were the first to feel the results day nerves when they collected their results in July, while A Level students had
to wait until August.

Sixth Former Nicole Harvey hopped,
skipped and jumped her way to a
silver medal at the Essex County
Indoor Athletics Championships.
Nicole set a personal best jumping
10.65m in the U20s Triple Jump. She
has been competing in the discipline
for just over two years and regularly
represents Essex at regional level.

25 of the 2018 Upper Sixth formers received all A*s and As (or IB equivalent) and nine IB students achieved 40 points or
higher out of a possible 45 (with 40 points being equivalent to A*A*A at A Level). The School now enjoys a four year average
of 36 points in the IB, equivalent to three A grades at A Level.
Eight students achieved sought-after places at Oxford and Cambridge Universities and more students than ever before
chose to take up apprenticeships at top city firms, including KPMG, Ernst & Young, JP Morgan and GlaxoSmithKline. Four
students also managed to secure places at international universities in Canada and America.
Overall, when combining A Level and IB Results, students achieved 44% A*-A, 78% A*-B, 96% A*-C and a 100% pass rate.

Sixth Form Student Snaps Up
1st Place
Talented photographer Lily Brook won the
Senior Prize in the District Rotary Round
for the Young Photographic Competition,
which granted her a place to represent Essex
and East Hertfordshire in the National Final.
Lily was up against 24 other senior
competitors in the final but worked
effectively and creatively throughout the
competition. She finished 1st out of all
the competitors and is the National Youth
Photographer of the Year 2018 in the Senior
age group.
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SABS Welcomes Famous Faces

Holocaust Survivor Gives Students Reason to Reflect
Holocaust survivor Edgar Guest inspired and awed a packed Wessex Auditorium
by delivering a powerful talk and urged students to never forget the ‘power of
words’.
Born in Budapest, Hungary, Mr Guest explained how he was ostracised as “no
one wanted a Jew as a friend”, even though he did not follow the Jewish faith.
He went on to describe the horrific living conditions and way of life he had to
endure following the German invasion of Hungary. In spite of this, Mr Guest told
students: “I never considered myself a victim. I fought, I survived and I won.”
As one of the last living Holocaust survivors, he told members of SABS and
Historical Societies: “We should learn from the Holocaust. It did not start with
tanks and gas chambers. It started with words… words uttered by individuals.
It is your responsibility to stop and think about the power of words.”

A Word from Chair Alice Grundy

SABS Chair's Personal Highlight

“SABS is a wonderful opportunity for students to develop
their critical faculties – debating with others and posing
interesting and challenging questions to our speakers. The
speakers themselves, often at the top of their respective
fields, also serve to broaden the students’ horizons about
topics they may not have been exposed to, and therein find
a passion they never knew they had.”

“The debate on the existence of the Christian God between
humanist David Pollock and Father Pius Collins was a
personal favourite of mine. It was fascinating to watch an
exchange between two people, not just opposed to the
arguments of the other but on polar opposite sides of the
debate, simply refuting the very premise of his opponent on
ideological grounds.”

SABS Members’
Highlight
Professor David Nutt
DM, FRCP, FRCPSYCH,
FSB, FMEDSCI,
challenged students on
‘The Truth about Drugs’,
where he undoubtedly
garnered the biggest
crowd this term. David
is a professor at Imperial
College, London and
was the Chairman
of the Government’s
Advisory Council on
the misuse of Drugs in
2008/09.
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Rotary Youth Speaks – Brentwood School Answers
The Public Speaking Teams did the School proud once again at the Rotary Youth Speaks National Public Speaking
Competition. Two strong senior teams advanced to the area final, which was won by Victor Sarpong, Chani Merrell and
Anna Boyle. In addition, Alice Grundy won the ‘Best Speaker’ award and Anna Boyle was awarded the ‘Best Chair’, an
incredible achievement for a student new to the competition. Lower School English students also formed two teams for the
competition which saw Anisa Sarwar awarded ‘Best Speaker’.
www.brentwoodschool.co.uk 

Page 11

January 2019 Issue 14

SENIOR SCHOOL Performing Arts
2018: A Musical Masterpiece
The Music Department went from strength to strength under the leadership
of Mr Cooper (OB 1998-2009). The depth and breadth of musical ability and
professional showmanship within the School was visible in every year group,
ensemble, soloist, instrumentalist and vocalist who performed.
The introduction of the Chapel Choir in 2017 led to the first in a series of
Evensong services being held in the Chapel, attended by parents and pupils.
The School held its Symphonic and Choral Showcase in Brentwood Cathedral
with a particularly memorable rendition of the oratorio ‘The Crucifixion’ by
John Stainer which featured male soloists, Ben Clark (OB 1995-2006) and Chris
Moore (OB 2008-2015).

‘Change Please’
This was the School’s first venture into promenade theatre
and took place across six different venues to tackle the
very serious issue of homelessness. Over the three nights,
the production raised over £900 for the Chelmsford-based
charity, Chess Homeless.

Other highlights from the year included the Summer Promenade concert, the
Michaelmas Concert and the traditional Carol Concert at Brentwood Cathedral.

‘An Afternoon of Musical Theatre’
Dance Academy students put on a wonderful
performance with songs from hit West End shows such
as Legally Blonde, Wicked and We Will Rock You. All
performances were full of dynamic dancing and stunning
vocals from all year groups.

‘Romeo and Juliet’
This tragic Shakespearean love story
was performed on the outdoor stage
in the Trinity Term, but was not set in
the fair city of Verona. This classic was
re-vamped and set in the heart of a 21st Century Music
Festival, complete with music, singing and dancing.

Weald House Retains Its Title
House Music was a dazzling evening of musical excellence where Weald House
were crowned champions for a second year running. Conductor Dominic EllisPeckham was the guest judge and gave astute feedback and praise.
West’s pitch perfection secured 1st place in the Partsong, an arrangement of
The Beatles song ‘Can’t Buy Me Love’, under the direction of Kimberly Punwani.
Ensemble featured inspired arrangements from Sixth Form students, with
medleys from artists including ABBA, Oasis and Michael Jackson. But it was
Weald’s ‘The Evolution of Pop Music’, conducted by Jennifer Marshall and
arranged by Daniel Olojo, that clinched 1st place with seven pop hits and not
one, but two drum kits!
The final event was the exciting Unison section, which saw East House
victorious for the fourth year running, performing Jessie J’s ‘Price Tag’ led by
Chani Merrell.
Page 12

Overall Winner – Weald
Partsong – West
(Kimberley Punwani)
Ensemble – Weald
(Jennifer Marshall)
Unison – East (Chani Merrell)
Musical Direction – Alex Evans
(North)
Musical Arrangement – Daniel
Olojo (Weald)
Instrumentalist Cup – Sebastian
Bloom and Lucas Penman (Weald)

Brentwood School Times 2019

‘Marian and
Robin Hood’
The Middle School
production was based on
the classic story of ‘Robin
Hood’ but with a modern
and feminist agenda
having been re-written
by Mr Bulmer. The play
included touches of
Shakespeare and Monty
Python, and acting
showed good comedic
timing throughout.
www.brentwoodschool.co.uk 

‘Into the Woods’
The annual Winter Production was an ambitious
Sondheim musical, which challenged and pushed
students in more ways than ever before. In true
Brentwood School form, the cast, crew and orchestra
rose to the occasion and put on a tremendous production
which many schools wouldn’t even dare attempt.
Page 13
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SENIOR SCHOOL Sports Stars
Last year, our sporting teams and individuals again showed exceptional skill, talent and
commitment across local, regional and national fields. Here are some of the highlights…
Fencing
Our fencers triumphed once again with an array of
success for teams and individuals. The School entered the
Public Schools’ Fencing Competition and came 2nd out of
150 schools.

Hockey
Some strong players and talented
teams emerged in Hockey. The
U12 XI finished 2nd in Essex and
came 11th in the East of England
competition. The U14 team played
in the East Regionals competition,
coming 2nd and narrowly missing
out on qualification for the National
Finals on goal difference.
Several girls represented Essex –
Maddy Austin (Second Year), Hannah
Knightbridge (Third Year) and Emma
Philpot (Fifth Year). In addition,
Molly Smith (Third Year) and Freya
Killilea (Fourth Year) played at the
Northwood PC Centre for the
Elite Pathway.

Maddy Gale became the first female student to win
two events – the Foil and the Sabre. Combined with a
strong performance in the Épée, Maddy won the coveted
Champion at Arms trophy, awarded to the overall highest
ranked Mount-Haes female fencer. Jack Elsworth gained
2nd place in the Boys’ Mount-Haes category, showing
particular strength in the Foil.

Cricket

Netball
The U16 team finished as County Champions and the U12A team won the
2017/18 MESSA League, remaining unbeaten in the league.
Individually, Skye Lynch was selected for the England Netball DiSE programme
and the U17 London Pulse Academy alongside 13-year-old Francesca Stanford
and 14-year-old Taaliyah Folasade, both playing beyond their years. Several
players also reached county level – Fourth Year pupils Ellie Marshall, Niamh
Mills, Sadie Sumner and Heather Young, and Third Year Francesca Stanford.

Trampolining

Gymnastics

Third Year pupil Nadine Ellamushi won gold in the regional Trampolining
Competition held at School in March.

First Year pupil
Anita Chetraru
struck gold in her
first competitive
outing at the
International
Rhythmic
Gymnastics
Tournament
‘Devotion Cup’ 2018.
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It was the U14 team in particular who excelled, reaching
the semi-final of the English Schools’ FA Cup, making
them one of the top four teams in the country for their
age group, out of over 660 schools that entered.
Keen not to be outdone by their younger peers, the
U15 team were runners up in the Elgin Capital League
and the First XI finished runners up in the final of the
London Independent Schools’ Cup. Numerous students
were also selected to represent the Independent Schools’
Football Association on the National Stage. Determined not to let the boys have
all the glory, U15 footballer Millie Stacey was selected to play up a year into the
2018/19 England ISFA U16 National team and played Scotland at St George’s Park
in December.

In the Lent Term, Cross Country runners Elliot Cordery and Sarah Blockley
finished 4th and 13th respectively in the County Championships, qualifying
to run for Essex in the Nationals. In the Essex Schools’ Cross Country
Championships, then First Year pupil Rory Philpot won the competition. The
race had over 1,000 runners, with Max Porteous, as a First Year, and Olivia
Dowman, as a Second Year, finishing in the top 16. All three students were
selected to represent Essex at the Southern Eastern Schools’ Championships.

In other competitions, 16 medals were won at the East Region Youth Championships. Jacob Leslie took the title of U12
East Region Épée champion and secured bronze in the U12 Boys’ Foil. He and Maddy further qualified for the England
Youth Championships, where Maddy finished 3rd in the U15 Foil and Jacob Leslie finished 8th spot out of over 60 fencers.

Our Athletics team was crowned overall
champions at the District Athletics
Championships in June, winning by a
margin of 268 points over their nearest
rivals – one of the highest winning margins
recorded in recent times. Over 50 students
won medals and scooped up six of the eight
trophies on the day. Outstanding male
and female trophies were awarded to Fifth
Year students Amelia Moule and Obinna
Nkwocha for their fantastic performances.

Football has always been a sporting strength at the
School and last year was no different.

Cross Country

Four students were crowned Essex Youth Champions
2018: Sophia Jones (Girls’ U12 Foil champion), Jacob
Leslie (Boys’ U12 Foil champion and U12 Sabre champion),
Elizabeth Pang (Girls’ U12 Sabre champion) and Alexander
Williams (Boys’ U14 Sabre champion).

Athletics

Football

Against 265
gymnasts
representing 22 clubs from seven
different countries, Anita took the
Ribbon Gold medal in the Year 2007
Level B class.
Brentwood School Times 2019

Swimming
In 2018 it was the turn of the U12s
1st XI to bask in the spotlight. After
17 undefeated games, they were
crowned champions of the L. Weston
Trophy. The trophy is presented each
year to the winners of the Essex
County Schools’ Cricket Association.
The last time Brentwood won this
prestigious award was back in 2010.
Individually, Sixth Former Robin Das
was selected for the U16 England
cricket team, Second Year pupil
Jaydhan Prabhaker was selected for
Essex County U13 squad and First
Year Sophia Mitchell was awarded
Player of the Year for the Essex
County Cricket U11.

The swimming team held onto their MESSSA Relay and
League Gala Championship crowns for another year, as
well as becoming District Champions after victories in 14
of the 16 events.
At the Essex Championships, many swimmers also picked
up medals, with three names standing out: Amelia Moule,
Jacob Stephen and Hannah Collett. Between them, they
won four gold, eight silver and four bronze medals, with
Amelia acknowledged as the most successful competitor
in her age group. Amelia went on to qualify for the British and English
Summer Nationals, where she was a medal winner for the backstroke events.

Rugby
Fifth Year student Obinna Nkwocha moved up to the Saracens Elite Player
Development Group Academy, and Thomas Howard, also in the Fifth Year,
moved up to the Saracens Player Development Group. In addition, six Second
Year boys were selected to play for the Essex U13 squad.

Karate

Basketball

The WUKF World Karate Championships saw Fifth
Year student Elle Pasmore enter the top 10 in the
world. Having won Bronze at both the National Karate
Championships and the European Championships,
she qualified for the England team. Elle found herself
up against tough competition as the only brown belt in
a sea of black belts, however she finished 9th out of 31
competitors and now holds this amazing world ranking.

Second Year Jessica Bakhsh was
selected to play for Essex and NE
London in two separate tournaments
and her performance secured her
selection for the U13 East Region Team
and the U13 Girls’ London Region
Team. Lennon Nagle was selected to
represent the U13 East of England
Boys’ Team.

www.brentwoodschool.co.uk 
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SCHOOL Special Success Stories

SCHOOL Charity Work

Equestrian Elite

Charity Round Up

2018 was a glorious year for our elite Equestrian sportsmen and women, in particular for
Third Year Claudia Moore. Highlights included representing Great Britain at International
competitions, showing her agility and class as a rider.

2018 was an excellent year
for charity. Our pupils and
staff raised over £15,000 in
a range of new and exciting
ways.

Claudia has won a plethora of medals and made a positive impact on Team GB’s medal
count, earning them 2nd place at the Pony Nations Cup. Claudia then sailed through to the
European Team Trials in June and qualified for the Pony European Championships, where
Team GB won Gold. The magnitude of this success earnt her the accolade of being the
Youngest British Rider to ever win a Pony European Championships. On a personal level,
Claudia won the Individual Bronze medal under Team LeMieux.
After such a successful season, Claudia rounded off by winning the top award at the annual
British Showjumping Awards for Leading Pony Rider of the Year.

Several departments and
individuals did some
amazing charity work.
World Book Day saw
innovative costumes from
staff and students alike,

It must be noted however that while Claudia’s successes have been numerous, she is not
the only talented rider in School. Grace Parrish, Sophie Philpot, Charlotte Cooke, Imogen
Pohl, Eloise Squibb and Emma Philpot have all been victorious over the course of the past two years. 2017 saw the team
scoop up four National titles including the overall Points League Champions, two members jumped for England in the
Home Nations Competition and the team crowned Essex County Show Jumping Champions. In 2018, the riders were
triumphant as two teams represented at Nationals and were placed, with a further win in the Eventing.

raising lots of funds for
school children in deprived
areas. First Years raised
over £1,000 for Lepra
through a collaborative
fair, with many pupils
running a variety of
events and wonderful
stalls. The Performing Arts
Department raised over
£3,000 for Great Ormond
Street Hospital and Sistema
UK through ticket sales
and donations. Performing
Arts staff also showed off
their own talents, alongside

Most Successful Karting Team in BSKC History

staff from several other
departments, by competing
in the charity ‘dance-off’,
hosted by Second Year
pupils and raising almost
£400 for Cancer Research
UK and the RSPCA.

Macmillan Cancer
Support

In the summer term,
House Track and Field day
provided ample opportunity
for Houses to raise funds for
charity through inventive
stalls while the competition
was held. Over £450 was
raised for a Foundation for
Young Athletes, in memory
of a well-loved teacher and
colleague who sadly passed
away in May.
Students donated materials
and books to the Jermain
Defoe Foundation for
schools in Dominica, to help
replenish supplies following
hurricane damage in 2017.
They arrived just in time for
Christmas.

Hearing Dogs for Deaf
People
Sawyer’s Hall Project

Also for the festive season,
the Prep and Senior Schools
both showed their support
for Operation Christmas
Child. Pupils of all ages
busied themselves filling
and decorating shoeboxes
and over 375 boxes were
packed and sent around the
world. Last year finished
with the annual House
Charity Christmas Fayre,
where all Houses joined
forces and raised almost
£800 for Hope Foundation.

The extraordinarily talented team of Callum Brooks,
Ethan Brooks and Iaroslav Kovalev were on extremely
impressive form for the entire season, beating over
13,000 other drivers to reach the final and 26 of the
best teams from around the UK in the final itself.
And in November, Fifth Year student Ethan Brooks
scooped one of the most sought-after prizes in UK
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Save the Children
Hope Foundation
Lepra
Cancer Research UK
St Francis’ Hospice
Great Ormond Street
Hospital
Alzheimer’s
Sistema UK

Make a Wish
Foundation
Book Aid International
Mothers’ Union
Christian Aid
St Luke’s Hospice
The Karis May Darling
Foundation

The 10th and final netball
tournament was held in aid
of Georgia’s Teenage Cancer
Appeal in March. Former
student Georgia Cordery set up
the charity in 2009 to try and
help young people who, like
herself, were suffering with
life-threatening or life-limiting
conditions. The GTCA team has
been firmly rooted within the
Brentwood School community
since it was established, and
has raised over £500,000 for
the cause.

motorsport, beating 66 other aspiring drivers to
secure the Ginetta Junior Scholarship 2019.

Sponsorship Appeal
Following his scholarship win, Ethan is now
appealing for sponsors to back his ongoing campaign
and to support his bid for a Grid place in the first
round of the Ginetta Junior Championship at
Brands Hatch in April. To help, please get in touch
with the Development Office – development@
brentwood.essex.sch.uk or have a look at his Just
Giving page – www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/
help15yearoldethanfulfillhisdream.

Brentwood School Times 2019

PAPYRUS –
Prevention of Young
Suicide

RSPCA

GTCA Draws to a Close After 10 Years of Fundraising
The Karting team had a record-breaking summer
during which they were crowned British Schools’
Karting Champions for a third consecutive year. This
makes them the most successful team in the history
of the BSKC competition.

In 2017/18,
Brentwood
School raised
over £15,000
for:

www.brentwoodschool.co.uk 
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CCF and The Expedition Society

One of the Top 8 RAF Cadets in the Country
During her time in the CCF RAF section,
Eleanor Pritchard excelled across all areas
and progressed to the highest rank of Cadet
Warrant Officer, Head of the RAF section
for 2017/18. It was only fitting, given her
enthusiasm and dedication, that she was
put forward for the Sir John Thompson
Memorial Sword (SJTMS), a national and
most prestigious award for the best CCF RAF
cadet in the country.

RAF attends Westminster
Abbey to pay respects
CCF Biennial Inspection
In October, the School’s Combined Cadet Force welcomed Colonel Oliver
Brown (OB 1986-1993) to his former School to conduct the Biennial
Inspection.
The day was a great success for the Contingent and all cadets were
“immensely impressive”. The weather held out and the cadets put on a
brilliant Guard of Honour Parade, which Col Oliver Brown praised saying
“the turnout was immaculate and their drill and bearing were superb.” In his
report he went on to further praise the cadets, especially those in leadership
positions, acknowledging the detailed planning that went into each activity
and that these were led by cadets as opposed to staff members.

Army Prevails Against
British Weather
The Army’s overnight exercise last
October took place in the howling
wind and driving rain. However,
it failed to dampen the spirits of our
Army Cadets who threw themselves
wholeheartedly into manoeuvres,
night reconnaissance patrols and
platoon activities.

On Battle of Britain Sunday, eight
RAF Cadets went to Westminster
Abbey for ‘A Service of
Thanksgiving and Rededication’.
It was a moving service and
particularly poignant in light of
the 100 Year Anniversary
of Remembrance.

Out of over 8,000 cadets in CCF RAF
Sections, Eleanor finished among the top 8
cadets. Although she narrowly missed out
on the SJTMS, she was awarded the Geoffrey
de Havilland Flying Foundation medal for her many achievements. In
addition, Eleanor was selected to attend the RAF 100 Concert at the Royal
Albert Hall as the personal guest of Air Commodore Dawn McCafferty,
Commandant of the Air Cadets.
RAF Section Commander, Squadron Leader Sarbjeet Singh RAFAC said,
“As CWO, Eleanor led the section with commendable skill and assiduity
with impeccable organisational skills and calm temperament. The School
rarely proposes cadets for the SJTMS; it is my belief that this award should
be given to the ‘best of the best’. However this year we believed that CWO
Pritchard was a very worthy candidate which is why we recommended
her without reservation.”

Remembrance Weekend

Royal Navy Dives in the
Middle East
As the biggest Royal Navy Section
in the entire country, Fridays have
produced a flurry of activity for
cadets having all participated in a
variety of afloat activities, sailing
skills and dive training. The dive
training in particular was put to
good use with a diving trip to
Dubai/UAE in October.
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Pupils and staff joined forces to mark the centenary of the end of The Great War
and remember all the men and women who gave their lives in the two World
Wars and subsequent conflicts. Special Remembrance Services were held across
the campus, but last year’s tributes held a special resonance. The weekend saw
CCF members pack bags in Sainsbury’s where they raised over £2,000 for the
Poppy Appeal.
On Remembrance Sunday, CCF Cadets joined the Civic Parade to march through
Brentwood from the War Memorial to St Thomas’ Church. This is always one of
the biggest parades in Essex and over 200 CCF cadets took part. The weekend
concluded with Britten’s ‘War Requiem’ at the Brentwood Centre, where choir
members sang alongside other local choral groups.
Brentwood School Times 2019

Expedition Society Reaches New Heights at Mount Everest Base Camp
At Easter, a team of 20 students and three staff members set off for Nepal on the adventure of a lifetime. After arriving in
Lukla, the most dangerous airport in the world due to its tiny airstrip, the team faced the prospect of climbing over 5,500m
up to the Mount Everest Base Camp.
In a single day, the trekkers sometimes ascended over 1,000m and with the oxygen thinning quickly, altitude sickness set
in for some. In spite of this, everyone made it to Base Camp, achieving what they set out to do.

www.brentwoodschool.co.uk 
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Friends of
Brentwood School
The Friends of Brentwood School parent teacher
association has been very busy raising money for School
projects this year, through holding a variety of events.
Along with the usual vital support they give to annual
events providing refreshments at House tournaments,

Retired Staff
Five senior and long serving
members of staff retired at the end
of last year. Between them, these five
icons of the School racked up over
120 years of service across all fields
and aspects of School life.

Sports Days, and Leavers’ Ceremonies, they raised
money at a wine tasting event in April, hosted by Nish
Patel of Shenfield Wines; a well-attended Winter Ball
held at Hamptons Sport & Leisure, and of course the
Christmas Fayre held at the Prep School. The money
raised has benefitted many pupils. Just a few examples:
Visitors to the Prep School will see two table tennis tables
that are being greatly enjoyed by pupils; students in the
Senior School completing their Duke of Edinburgh’s
Award will be doing so with brand new kit bags; and
Pupils in Prep 3-7 are getting lots of use out of their new
trikes. Thank you to everyone who has supported FOBS
projects this year.

Friends of Brentwood School

Tony Drake
Mr Drake joined Brentwood
School over 40 years ago
in 1976 as a teacher of
Mathematics. During his
long and distinguished
career at the School, he took
on many roles, including
serving as Examinations
Officer from 1986-1991 and
Head of Mathematics from
1991-2011.
His strength as a Mathematician meant that he
was particularly esteemed as a teacher of Further
Mathematics and Mechanics, but his contribution
went beyond the classroom, as for a number of years
he headed expeditions to Greenwich and was for a
time the assistant editor of the Brentwoodian.

Jennifer Coppin
Mrs Coppin joined the
Mathematics Department
in September 1997 and
was long renowned for her
"firm but fair" classroom
persona. She was an
enthusiastic practitioner
of her subject and soon
identified a preference for
Sixth Form teaching and
was quick in establishing
herself as an authority in
the area of Mechanics.
With the introduction of the IB Diploma Programme
in 2006, Mrs Coppin was one of the first of its
Mathematics teachers and she forged her dedicated
alliance to the Programme by teaching her subject
at both Standard and Higher Levels in each year
following, and took responsibility as an IB Subject
Coordinator.
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Andrew Matthams
Mr Matthams retired from
the Prep School after
25 years. He assumed
a myriad of different
roles within the School
during his time, including
Head of PE and Games,
Quennell House Tutor,
Head of DT, Head of Able
and Talented, Form Tutor,
Cricket and Football
coach, as well as being first into the freezing lake at
Bushcraft during Enrichment Week!
He was known for his wise counsel, great sense of
humour and undoubted craft in the classroom, and
his skillful organisation of Football in the annual Prep
Sports Tournament was second to none.

Ivan Lincoln
The Prep School said
goodbye to Head Porter, Mr
Lincoln, who retired after
nine years. The impact he
had on staff, pupils and
parents alike was selfevident. Pupils from all
year groups presented him
with beautiful cards and
Mrs Kriel and Mrs Dinning
presented him with a
gift from the Friends of
Brentwood School (FOBS).

Obituary
A Tribute to
John Killilea
It was with great sadness
that last year we lost a
friend and colleague, Mr
John Killilea, who passed
away unexpectedly in
his sleep over the May
Bank Holiday weekend.
Headmaster, Ian Davies,
held a special assembly
for students and staff in
which he paid this tribute
to a wonderful man:
“Mr Killilea was very
highly regarded and
widely respected. He was a real gentleman, kind and
sensitive to the needs of others and always keen to help.
He started at Brentwood School in 1986, and positively
influenced many Brentwood School students past and
present, either on the sports field or in the classroom.
“Initially appointed as a Teacher of PE, Mr Killilea proved
particularly popular on the basketball court where his
experiences as a former GB International led Brentwood
School to many forays on the National Schools’ Basketball
Championship including an overall victory in the 1990s.

Mr Lincoln made a very touching speech and was
overwhelmed when his leaving present from the Prep
was wheeled in – a new bike. He will be kept busy with
his granddaughter in who arrived in December 2018.

Aileen Tyler
Mrs Tyler was a very
familiar face to parents,
pupils and visitors alike
having been the first
person most people would
meet on arrival at the
School. Over the past 26
years, Mrs Tyler, herself a
former parent, manned
the main reception,
acted as proofreader and
supported the School in
many different ways.

www.brentwoodschool.co.uk 

“Mr Killilea soon progressed to Housemaster of East
House and Examinations Officer before being promoted
to Director of Co-Curricular activities. Many of you would
have known him as a teacher of Maths but it was on the
sports field where his real passion shone through.
“His undoubted experience and enthusiasm was a
significant factor in sport at Brentwood School being
represented on the national stage across a wide variety of
activities and he will be sorely missed by all of us.”
Since the sad news of his passing, a foundation has been
set up in his honour — the John Killilea Foundation for
Young Athletes.
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Old Brentwood Love and Life

Special Engagements

Wedding Bliss
Joe Farrant (OB 2003-2010) and
Stephanie Flowers (OB 1995-2009)
exchanged vows on 31st August

Lauren Somers (OB 2000-2007)
married Chris Rock in Dénia,
Spain, where brother Jordan
(OB 2006-2013) was an usher on
the day.

2018 at Colville Hall in White
Roding, after nine years together.
Aside from the bride and groom
themselves, six of the seven-strong

Matt Birkett
(OB 1995-2009)
got engaged to
Laura Wood on
11th August and
will be tying
the knot this
December.

James Boon
(OB 1995-2009)
got engaged to
Lucy Partridge
last autumn
after five years
together.

bridal party were also OBs, with
Josh Lyons (OB 2003-2010) as Best
Man and Georgina Flowers
(OB 1997-2012) as Maid of Honour.

Sarah Wicks (OB 1999-2006) married Adam
Brown at Stoke Park, a wedding which many
OBs attended. Her bridesmaids were Lucy
Hollingsworth, Lizzie Weafer (née Horn)
and former Head of School 2005-06, Ruthie
Sheppard (née Davies). Oliver Lincoln
(OB 1999-2006) also played an important part
in the day as pianist at their reception.

Lyvia Alexandra
Aylward-Davies
(OB 1995-2006)
tied the knot
with Vasilis
Tzamalis at
ceremonies
held in Athens
last summer.

Ben George (OB 2002-2009) married Chloe
last July, surrounded by family and friends,
with many OBs part of the bridal party.
Groomsmen Nick Lavender, Ryan Sees,
Ed Miller, Matt Birkett, Florian Cooper and
Lewis Gaston, were all 2009 leavers as well.
Katie Harries (OB 2002-2008) and
Scott Tungatt got married in the
Spanish town of Marbella on 22nd
September 2018. Lucinda Stacey (née
Arnold Pulle (OB 2001-2008) married
Esme Shanley in June last year, where
Paul Adair (OB 2006-2008) was Best
Man. The couple went on honeymoon
shortly after to Italy.

Former Head of School 2007-08,
Georgina Church (OB 2001-2008)
married Ed Thomson on 8th
December 2018. Her bridesmaids
were family members Sophie Church
(OB 2005-2010), Poppy Church
(OB 2003-2010) and Harriet Church
(OB 1998-2005).

Sami Da Costa (OB 2002-2009)
married Andy Argent on 7th
December last year with twin
sister Georgie Da Costa
(OB 2002-2009), Sarah
Copplestone (OB 1998-2007)
and Annie Simpson (OB 20042011) as bridesmaids, along with
special canine guest, Lola.

White) was Maid of Honour, with
Charley Feltham (OB 2001-2006) as
one of the bridesmaids.
Janaki Vora (OB 2001-2008) and
August. The seven-day wedding
extravaganza took place across
London and France, and was

Recent Births
Frank Lampard (OB 1989-1994) and
Christine Lampard welcomed their
first baby girl together, Patricia
Charlotte in September.
JJ Bailey
(OB 2003-2010)
and Daisy
Cook not only
got engaged
this year but
also had their
baby boy Teddy
Charles on 23rd
September, weighing 7lbs 10ozs.
Amy Sharp (née
Lincoln) (OB 20062008) and husband,
Jonathan Sharp, are
delighted with the
arrival of Isla Grace,
born on 7th December.

attended by many, including OBs
Caroline Green, Harriet Drewe,
Sarah-Jane Sallam (née Lang) and
Jenni Barrett, all 2008 leavers, and
younger brother Nihal Vora (OB
2002-2009).

Brentwood School Times 2019

Britt Verstappen (OB 2001-2008) and
James Jenkins got engaged after he
proposed on top of a mountain in
Colorado.

Hollie Green (OB 2002-2015) got
engaged to boyfriend Ben Pullen on
Valentine’s Day last year in Italy.

Best friends George Barrett
(OB 2002-2009) and Jack Mayhew
(OB 2004-2009), both proposed to
their girlfriends Melanie Halls and
Lucy Webber last year. Both will be
groomsmen to one another at their
respective weddings in the Spring.

Rashan Vashee tied the knot in
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Matt Hardy (OB
2005-2012) popped
the important
question to school
sweetheart,
Claudia Martin (OB
2005-2012), at the
top of the London
Eye, eight years on from when
they were there as Fifth Years.

www.brentwoodschool.co.uk 

James Cooper (OB 2001-2008)
had a very exciting 2018. After
marrying Emma Houghton in
March, they welcomed Ewan
Alexander Cooper into the world
on 24th September.

Sarah-Jane Sallam (née Lang) (OB
1997-2008) and husband Tarek
Sallam celebrated the arrival their
baby boy, Rayan, into the world on
3rd September, weighing 8lbs 9oz.
Dr Tim Prior (OB 1987-1994) and
Dr Helen Prior are delighted to
announce the birth of a second
son, Patrick, born 20th February.
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Old Brentwood News

Charity Trek to Machu Picchu
Shortly before Simon Boon (OB 1964-1974) retired as a partner of global law firm, DLA Piper,
he signed up with colleagues to trek to the Inca city of Machu Picchu in Peru, aiming to raise
a combined £200,000 for UNICEF’s child protection projects.

Col Oliver Brown (OB 1986-1993)
During the Biennial Inspection, we managed to speak further with inspector and
OB, Col Oliver Brown, about his time at the School and the impact his education
has had on his life in the Army.

To train for the trek, Simon went on many walks around the Essex coastline with fellow OBs,
Phil Needham (OB 1967-1972), Ian Baker (OB 1967-1974) and Keith Fenwick (OB 1965-1976)
and endured personal training sessions with Charlie Longden (OB 1977-1983) and lost over a
stone in weight before joining the expedition party, in Cusco, the old Inca capital of Peru,
in October.

How did it feel coming back to School for the inspection and seeing the CCF
department?
“It was a great honour and privilege. In some ways, revisiting the School was a
journey down memory lane and yet the scale of change over the last 25 years
is immense. The most fundamental sense I had on the day was retracing the
steps of my own journey. The more I saw and experienced at School, the more
I wanted to join the Army. My time in the Cadets was a distinct accelerator in
this process, which resulted in me
applying for and securing a Sixth
Form Scholarship to go to the Royal
Military Academy Sandhurst for
Officer Training.”
How did your time and education at
Brentwood help shape your career?
“It offered me a breadth of
perspective and an understanding
of the world through my study
of History and Politics in Sixth
Form and my interaction with
international students in my
boarding house. Life as a boarder
made me independent and resilient – skills that I have found immensely useful
when in gritty situations around the world.”
What are your most treasured memories from your time at School?
“Fond memories of the freedom and opportunity to study, play sport and mix with
a great bunch of like-minded friends characterises how I view my time at School.
The CCF shaped me and I can say, without question, that the tag-team of Nigel
Carr and John White have the greatest responsibility for steering my journey in
life and the path I have followed in the Army.”

Show Stopping Author
Steals the Show
Hayley Barker, successful author of
‘Show Stopper’ and former English
teacher who taught at Brentwood for
14 years, released her second novel
‘Show Stealer’ last summer.
Since its release, Hayley’s first book
‘Show Stopper’ has been critically
acclaimed, shortlisted for Book
Awards across the country and
translated into Dutch and Russian.
Owing to the success of her first book,
Hayley appeared at the Edinburgh
International Book Festival in August
to discuss the impact of dystopian
writing and the real-life issues her
book tries to address.
‘Show Stealer’ was well-received last
year and the door has been left slightly
ajar for a sequel in the future. Hayley is
now in the early stages of an exciting
new project which we eagerly await.

First Dates Hotel
George Young (OB 1993-2004) had his 15 minutes of fame last year after
appearing on First Dates Hotel, the dating show where couples are sent to the
Aquapetra Resort & Spa based in Southern Italy. Potential lovebirds are paired up
based on mutual interests and personalities, so when George met fellow farmer
Louise, things looked rather promising. Viewers delighted as they watched the
conversation, laughter and agricultural innuendos flow with ease. George’s
tagline from the show even turned into a Twitter meme!
But alas, after returning to British soil, it wasn’t meant to be. George didn’t come
back empty-handed however, as Australian underwear company 2UNDR sent
him a free pair of pants for raving about their Joey Pouch line and George’s
Twitter following grew overnight. The newly-acclaimed ‘finest farmer in Essex’
put his popularity on social media to good use and went on to establish a
monthly blog: FarmingGeorge.blogspot.com, YouTube channel:
www.youtube.com/FarmingGeorge and Instagram account: FarmingGeorge.
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The strenuous four-day hike covered around 55km along stony dirt tracks, at altitudes as high
as 4,600m above sea level. Simon and his colleagues camped out in overnight temperatures
of around freezing each night, but awoke to stunning scenery every morning. Backdrops
of snowy mountains and waterfalls soon turned to rainforest, as the team tackled the
demanding uphill hike of the Inca Trail, along narrow, uneven paths with sheer drops of
hundreds of metres. A final 3,000 step climb was the final obstacle before they reached the ‘Sun Gate’ and the best views of
Machu Picchu – the ‘Lost City of the Incas’.
Simon completed the demanding challenge as the most senior member of the group and personally raised over £7,000,
which included a generous donation by the Old Brentwoods Indigents. Cumulatively the team raised over £220,000,
surpassing the original target. Simon is very grateful to all Old Brentwoods who donated to UNICEF’s worthwhile cause.

Snapshot of Success

Old School Friends Reunited After 37 Years!

Hannah Miles (OB 2001-2008) was
working in New York from 20122015 for a Fashion Accessories
company as a textile designer when

When David Page (OB 1971-1982) was searching for
Andrew Marshall (OB 1970-1981), he contacted the Daily
Mail’s ‘Missing... and Found!’ column for help. The pair
had first met at the Prep School in 1971, becoming great
friends and squash partners as they journeyed through
the Senior School. Like many OBs, they lost contact
after leaving Brentwood, but the article prompted a
couple of replies to the paper including the defining
one from our Development Office.

she bought her first DSLR camera.
New to photography, Hannah
embarked on a project to take
pictures of her new surroundings,
with no idea that this learned skill
set would form the foundations of
her future career. Following shoots
with fashion bloggers in NYC,
Hannah quickly realised her passion
for photography and decided to
create a small portfolio of images on
Instagram: photographybymiles.
“Once I realised that I would be able
to make a career out of this, I moved
back home to London and started my
own company. Working freelance is
a real rollercoaster but last year had a
lot of highs. I had my work featured
online in publications such as Hello!
and OK magazine and brands such
as Molton Brown, Tiffany, and Aldo.”

www.brentwoodschool.co.uk 

Development Manager, Jos Hollington (OB 1972-1981), spent his summers
playing cricket for the School alongside Andrew, and they remain in touch.
Jos responded to David, via the Daily Mail, and put the pair back in contact –
updating their details on the Old Brentwoods Portal at the same time – and
they have since met up over dinner, with Andrew agreeing to be David’s
best man next year. If you want to contact a long lost school friend, try the
Development Office, not the papers!

Ohana Life Retreats
Lauren Tai (OB 1998-2013)
studied Law at UCL and went
on to start her training contract
at Clyde & Co in 2017. In her
(somewhat limited) spare time,
Lauren’s hobby of yoga was a
well-needed stress-buster and she
began to teach it too. After three
years of teaching yoga, Lauren
decided to set up her own yoga
and surf retreat company, Ohana
Life Retreats, all while working
full-time as a lawyer in the city.
To find out more, go to
www.laurentaiyoga.com.
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Old Brentwood News continued

Sister Act

London Marathon 2018
Last year saw the hottest and biggest London Marathon officially on record, with
more than 40,000 runners taking on the 26.2 mile course amid temperatures of
24C. Among the dedicated runners were several OBs raising money for a number
of worthy charities, with the total raised by our 15 runners exceeding £62,000.
Between them, Georgina, Poppy and Sophie Church raised over £14,000 for their
respective charities. Jordan O’Donoghue achieved his ambitious goal of running
three marathons in a month, completing New York and Boston before London,
where he achieved a personal best of 2 hours 43 minutes and finishing 223rd.
Last year’s marathon even included a proposal, with Jon Clements popping the
question at the halfway point (she said yes!).
Courtney O’Shea (2006-13)

Wipe Away Those Tears & Whizz Kidz

£9,046

Georgina Church (2001-08)

The National Brain Appeal

£6,948

Georgia Wistow (2006-10)

Sarcoma UK

£6,784

Tom Armour (2000-07)

Brain Research UK

£4,915

Matt Paris (2000-07)

Brain Research UK

£4,287

Laura Watts (1988-95)

British Skin Foundation

£4,180

Poppy Church (2003-10)

The J’s Hospice

£4,158

Sarah Stuckey (2002-09) &
Louise Stuckey (2004-11)

Guide Dogs

£4,008

Sophie Church (2005-10)

St Elizabeth’s Centre

£3,205

Isabella Valentini (2008-10)

The J’s Hospice

£3,152

Tim Clements (1983-90)

Tommy’s

£2,855

Rachel Farrant (2002-09)

The Stroke Association

£2,820

Jon Clements (1992-95)

Cardiomyopathy

£2,555

Philippa Webb (staff)

Dementia UK

£2,000

Jordan O’Donoghue (2004-11) British Heart Foundation

Old Red Wall Club

Keeping it in the Family
Footballing brothers Olly Lee
(OB 2002-2007) and Elliot Lee
(OB 2002-2011), sons of former
Charlton, Newcastle and England
star Rob Lee (OB 1956-1967), lined
up together for Luton Town last
season to help their side gain
promotion from League Two in
May. Olly has since moved on to
play in the Scottish Premiership
for Hearts, where he scored the
winning goal at the Edinburgh
Derby, moving his side back up
the league table. Elliot remains at
Luton, where he was November’s
Sky Bet League One Player of the
Month and Diamond Player of the
Month following five goals over
four games.
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Recent
University of
Cambridge
graduate,
Christopher
Moore (OB
2008-2015)
became part of
the prestigious
a cappella group ‘VOCES8’ last
summer, and has already toured with
them to Japan, Norway, Holland,
America and Lithuania. The ensemble
has released acclaimed recordings in
the past that have all reached the top
of the classical charts, and Chris will
feature on the newest album which is
set to be released early this year.

Robyn’s Nest
Last year, Robyn Plummer
(OB 2007-2014) opened up her
own tea room in Writtle called
‘Robyn’s Nest’. Since opening, the
tea room has proven to be very
popular and has become wellknown for its homemade scones,
cakes and jam. With the tea room
going from strength to strength,
she’d love to see fellow OBs for a
cup of tea and a catch-up!

At the end of last year, Peter WarwickBrown (OB 2001-2008) found out
he was going to be promoted to
Commanding Officer of HMS
Charger, based at Brunswick Dock
on the site of the new Royal Naval
Headquarters, Merseyside.

Becky Smith (OB 2001-2006) performed at the
Edinburgh Fringe festival in a new show written
by the band The Hoosiers and then went on tour
with CBBC as part of the first ever Teletubbies show
on stage. When this finished in October, she went
straight into Panto and played Tabby The Cat in ‘Dick
Whittington & his Cat’.

Since leaving Brentwood School, green-fingered Thomas
Carpenter (OB 2006-2013) continued to follow his
passion of horticulture and qualified as an Essex Guild of
Horticultural Judge and a National Vegetable Society Judge.
At the age of 22, Thomas is the youngest ever person to
pass both of these examinations and will be a Steward at
the National Vegetable Championships this year.

OB Hits the Right Notes

Naval Commanding
Officer

£1,600

Queen of the Stage

Thomas’s Green Credentials

The Old Red Wall Club, a group of 17 OBs who left the School in 2006, have again
been supporting Brentwood charity Special Needs And Parents (SNAP) during
2018, raising an amazing £16,500 from various events including a 30 mile trek
along a section of the Thames Pathway, accompanied by wives, girlfriends and
families. The group of friends are real role models for today’s students, putting
their friendship to the benefit of others less fortunate than themselves.

Sisters Nia Patel (OB 2003-2010)
and Bhavishi Patel (OB 20012008) had great success in their
respective fields of work last
year. Nia works in the Real Estate
Financial Tech industry for
PeerStreet in LA and was named
one of HousingWire’s 2018 Rising
Stars, having quickly progressed
from working in the team to
managing it. Older sister Bhavishi
works for real estate family
office, Eureka Casino Resort, as
lawyer for the entire company,
which entered Fortune’s top 100
workplaces in America last year.

Small Screen Star
Samantha Ker (OB 2006-2008) has
tipped her hat to a number of different
roles since leaving School – modelling,
acting, and last year she starred in a
couple of TV commercials for major
companies, Coca-Cola and Vinted. Sam
featured as the leading lady in an advert
where Coca-Cola promoted recycling
to its consumers. She was also involved
in the motion capture screen creations
for Sony’s new technologies and
worked on the development of new
plays about mental health battles.

Tab’s Future 100
Highest Honours

Izzy Fewster (OB 2007-2014) was nominated for the Tab’s Future 100 – a list of the most
influential female students across the UK. Once voting was closed, Izzy found out she
placed 20th out of all the nominees and earnt a place at a mentoring event at JP Morgan.

David Tee (OB 1948-1956) was
honoured with Brentwood’s highest
accolade last year, when Brentwood
Borough Council bestowed upon
him the title of Honorary Alderman.
David gave the Council 12 years
of service and was also Mayor of
Brentwood in 2010.
Brentwood School Times 2019

Izzy placed so highly due to her work as Women’s Officer at St John’s College,
University of Oxford. While she held the role, she represented a community of around
300 undergraduate women from the college and wider university community and
campaigned for numerous causes, such as women-only hours in the gym and
co-ordinated mandatory sexual consent workshops for 120 freshers along with many
events to ensure the promotion of women in the college.

www.brentwoodschool.co.uk 
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Old Brentwood Events

1950s Reunion – 6th July 2018

OB School Dinner
Sir Trevor Brooking, whose children
and grandchildren have attended the
School, was the special guest at last
year’s School Dinner, where young
and old OBs reunited for a threecourse dinner at School.

OB Oxbridge Dinner
The Oxbridge Dinner was held at
Trinity College, Cambridge, with
OB leavers from 1954 to 2017.

OB London Dinner

30 Years of Girls in the First Year
Female OBs reunited on the 1st July to mark the anniversary of Brentwood
School going co-educational. A small number of girls had joined the Sixth Form
from 1974, but in 1988, 25 First Year girls started in the Senior School.

Current Society President, Phillip Loader
(OB 1972-1982), hosted 2018’s black tie
event in the stunning ballroom at The
Lansdowne Club – including generously
treating attendees to a glass of fizz
on arrival and port with their cheese
– on Thursday 8th November. It was
particularly pleasing to see a good number
of younger OBs in attendance and Phillip stated that he is
very keen to encourage more to become involved with the
Society and attend events during his year in office.

In her most interesting, and often poignant speech, Sophie
Biebuyck (OB 2000-2004) who is CEO of Hearing Help Essex
explained how her time at the School and the skills she
learnt had helped her cope with her condition, which halted
her promising opera career and led to her current position.
Rusty, her companion hearing dog, plays his part too!
Headmaster, Ian Davies, gave an insightful update on
current developments and successes at the School before
proposing the Loyal Toast. Following the delicious meal,
the various generations of OBs mixed in often animated
conversation before the younger ones continued their
evening at a nearby London nightclub!

The successful reunion event saw over 110 female OBs, former members of staff
and recent Sixth Form leavers come together to enjoy a champagne reception
and buffet on the lawn in front of the Bean Academic Centre. Former staff who
played a pivotal role in the introduction of girls were in attendance, including
Head of the Girls’ School Penny Bristow (née Davis) and former Headmaster
John Evans.

Christmas Drinks in the City – 20th December 2018

OB Day
On Saturday 8th September, the School hosted its annual Old
Brentwoods Day, welcoming back sporting stars and OBs of all ages to
revisit the School and reminisce with their cohort. There were sports
fixtures in Netball, Hockey and Football with the School fielding teams
against strong OB teams. From the archives, a picture of the 1918
School football team was on display alongside one of the 2018 squad.
Overall, the OB teams emerged victorious on the day but all matches
produced very close results and a friendly but competitive spirit was
evident on every pitch. As always it was lovely to see so many familiar
faces return for the day to rekindle friendships with old friends and
hear more about developments at the School.
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Old Brentwood Society
FOUNDATION
The Foundation raises money to
provide additional means-tested
bursaries to ensure that a Brentwood
School education is available to those
children who might benefit but whose
families do not have the financial
means to fund it.

Society News
At the Society of Old Brentwoods
AGM on Saturday 8th September
2018, Phillip Loader (OB 1972-1982)
was installed as President for the
coming year, following in the
footsteps of his father Neil
(OB 1940-1946) who held the
position in 1983-84. John Hubbard
(OB 1963-1974) was voted in as
President Elect.
The meeting also approved some
changes to the Society’s Rules
& Constitution with a slimmed
down Board, currently chaired
by Keith Fenwick (OB 1965-1976),
responsible for managing and
controlling the property and affairs
of The Society. All School leavers
will now be voted in as Society
members unless they indicate
that they do not wish to join and
will receive OB information in
their ‘Leavers Pack’. The Society
is also working closely with the
School’s Development Office,
staffed by two OBs, to consolidate
members’ records and improve the
communication to OBs about news
and events.
A copy of the Rules & Constitution
may be found on the School’s
website at www.brentwoodschool.
co.uk/Society-of-Old-Brentwoods.
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“When I was awarded a bursary for
Brentwood School I was delighted and
knew this would be life changing for
me. It has enhanced my confidence
in myself and in my abilities and has
enabled me to try new things and
provides countless opportunities
other schools simple do not.” –
A current Third Year student.
“I spent seven fantastic years
at Brentwood School and the
opportunities my education afforded
me really did shape my future. It is so
important to give that opportunity to
future generations, which is why I am
supporting the Foundation in my will.”
– Old Brentwood Legator.

Obituaries
IAN SMALL
(OB 1950-1961)

MICHAEL WRIGHT
(OB 1921-1929)

JAMES GRAHAM
(OB 1942-1948)

PETER CLARK
(OB 1945-1957)

Ian Small died of cancer on

The ‘father’ of Hong Kong’s public
housing and survivor of Japanese
prison camps, Alec John Michael
Wright died on January 26th,
aged 105.

A Ford Motor Company Executive
for 39 years, Jimmy Graham died on
April 23rd 2018, aged 86.

Peter George Clark died on 19th
September 2017, aged 79. He
attended Brentwood Prep and the
Senior School, and played for the
Old Brentwoods Rugby FC
upon leaving.

October 29th 2018, aged 74. The
son of an OB, Ian was a talented
chorister and actor during his
time at School.
He read English at the University
of Sussex and followed this
with a spell at Oxford to gain
his teaching diploma. He taught
English at Abbothulme and
Stowe schools before becoming
Bootham’s headmaster in 1988.
Although not a Quaker himself,
he ran the School according to its
established religious values.
He believed that a teacher’s task
was to identify individual talents
and nurture them and retired
in 2004, but remained a major
figure in York’s educational and
cultural circles.

Generous donations from Old
Brentwoods, parents and friends
of the School enable us to provide
valuable bursaries and scholarships
to as many as 20% of our current
pupils. The results continue to be both
astounding and rewarding; but we
want to do more.

ERIC MILTON
(OB 1932-1938)

Donations of any size really do make
a difference and you will be investing
in the power of a Brentwood School
education to transform lives. For more
details, please visit the website: www.
brentwoodschool.co.uk/Foundation
or call Jos Hollington (OB 1972-1981)
on 01277 240451.

he developed a love of acting,

In December 1941, the Second World
War landed on Wright’s doorstep as a
Second Lieutenant in The Volunteers
when the Japanese invaded. After
Hong Kong’s surrender, he spent
three years and eight months in
prisoner-of-war camps.
After liberation, he joined the
Committee of the newly formed
Hong Kong Housing Society
and quickly became involved in
rebuilding and repairing living
accommodation. Wright designed
the first public rental housing
estate and this became known as
the ‘Wright Principle’, the standard
for public housing construction in
Hong Kong. Wright was dubbed the
‘Father of Public Housing’ and went
on to hold the positions of Director
of Public Works and Commissioner
at the Hong Kong Government
Office in London.

Eric Milton passed away aged
98 years. He was a gentleman
of impeccable manners and
was always very proud to be
an OB. From his School days
especially Shakespeare; one of
the last things he said was that
his favourite play from his school
days was Richard II – it must
have been put on around 1935.
After leaving Brentwood, Eric
served in the Kings African Rifles
and Intelligence Corps during
WW2. He stayed in East and
North Africa for six years and
was made Captain, becoming
fluent in Swahili and Italian.
After the war, Eric returned to
England and worked for Barclays.

Brentwood School Times 2019

JOHN PLUCKROSE
(OB 1936-1944)
A former President of the Old
Brentwoods Society, Godfrey John
Pluckrose died on 12th March 2018,
aged 91. John joined Brentwood as a
day pupil but four years later started
to board in Mill Hill, where younger
brother David (OB 1940-1948) joined
him. On leaving School in 1944,
John was called up into the Fleet
Air Arm. The war ended before he
could complete his pilot training
and he was demobbed in 1947. He
joined British Thomson Houston in
Rugby and qualified as an electromechanical engineer, upon which
he built his career.
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During the Second World War, the
13-year-old and his bicycle were
recruited by the Home Guard to
convey messages to units around
Brentwood. He joined Westminster
Bank in the City as a “walks boy”
before serving his two years’
National Service with the Seaforth
Highlanders.
After a spell abroad, he joined Ford,
beginning in the market research
department before moving to the
export division at Dagenham as
Guest Relations Manager. In the
1960s, Jimmy became involved
in a car promotion scheme with
celebrities and built a wide range of
football contacts.

ALAN MCGIBBON
(OB 1971-1974)
Alan McGibbon, who taught
Physics and Biology at Brentwood
School from 1971-1974, died on 9th
November 2017 following a heart
attack, aged 73.
Alan graduated in Parasitology from
the University of London and taught
Physics and Biology at Brentwood.
His enthusiastic and engaging style
made him a popular teacher and
he became involved in the School
canoe clubs and wider life.
Alan spent the rest of his teaching
career in the Southend area,
becoming Head of a Learning
Development department. He was
an accomplished boat builder and
sailor, becoming Commodore of
Wakering Yacht Club, and was
involved for many years with
the Leigh Operatic and Dramatic
Society.

For National Service, he was
conscripted into the Royal
Artillery in 1959, and was quickly
commissioned and transferred to
the Regular Army, being promoted
full lieutenant in 1962. He served
twice in Cyprus as part of the
British peacekeeping force and the
Paratroop Regiment of the Royal
Horse Artillery.
Peter later joined Thames Case Ltd
in Purfleet and transferred to their
offices in Cumbernauld, moving to
Scotland in 1972. He retired in 1998,
where his passion was his two dogs
which he trained to a high standard
and entered in competitions.
Two surviving brothers attended
Brentwood: Martin (OB 1950-1961)
and Roger (OB 1952-1960).

IAN P CAST FRCS
(OB 1946-1955)
A distinguished neurosurgeon, Ian
died on 8th November 2017, aged
81. Ian was the son of an OB and
was heavily involved in School life,
most notably as CSM in the Officers
Training Corps. He went to UCL
to read Medicine and worked at
University College Hospital before
specialising in Neurosurgery.
As a Fellow of the Royal College of
Surgeons, he published learned
papers and was much involved
in the activities of the Society of
British Neurological Surgeons.
Although struck down by
Parkinson’s Disease in 2010, Ian
never lost his zest for life and retired
to rural Herefordshire.
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Dates for your Diary 2019

www.brentwoodschool.co.uk/OB-Events

Date

Event

Venue

Friday 8th March

Ladies’ Prosecco Evening

tbc

Thursday 21st March

Careers Convention

Courage Hall

Friday 5th April

OB Spring Dinner

Dining Halls

Saturday 8th June

Open Morning

Whole School

Friday 14th June

Summer Drinks in the City

tbc

Friday 28th June

Prom Concert

Courage Hall

Saturday 29th June

Speech Day

Courage Hall

Friday 5th July

1950s Reunion

OB Clubhouse

Saturday 14th September

OB Day

Brentwood School

Friday 18th October

Millennials’ Event

tbc

Friday 22nd November

OB London Dinner

RAC Club, 89 Pall Mall SW1Y 5HS

Thursday 19th December

Christmas Drinks in the City

New Moon, 88 Gracechurch St. EC3V 0DN

New Old Brentwoods Portal

OB Clubhouse

The new portal from provider ToucanTech
will be launched in Spring 2019.

The Old Brentwoods Clubhouse is only three
miles from Brentwood station and is a fantastic
venue for social functions and sporting interests.
The Clubhouse hosts a range of functions
throughout the year and is the home ground
for OB Sports teams. With private parking and
function space for up to 160 people, the venue
can host a variety of events and is available for
use by Old Brentwoods at a discounted rate.

This will offer:
• an efficient emailing system
• provide all Old Brentwood news, events and updates
in one place
• give you the chance to find and connect with fellow
Old Brentwoods
In the meantime, please send through any contact detail
updates to oldbrentwoods@brentwood.essex.sch.uk.

If you are interested in using
the facilities or coming to the
Clubhouse to watch some
cricket, rugby or football, get
in touch with Bill Barker at
Bill@oldbrentwoods.org.

Development Office
Last year, two new members joined the
Development Team – Jenni Barrett (OB 19972008) and Jos Hollington (OB 1972-1981). Both
individuals are OBs, having attended both the
Prep and Senior School.
Jenni comes with experience of the corporate
investment world as well as the school
environment, having been a teacher for three
years. Jos comes with a wealth of knowledge
about fundraising having worked for SNAP
for over four years, prior to which he worked
in the financial sector. They are keen to
reconnect with OBs that have lost touch with
the School and/or the Society over the years
and are looking invigorate the OB community.
Should you have any thoughts or ideas for
future events, they would love to hear from
you. If you would also like to become an Ambassador for your year
group, please email oldbrentwoods@brentwood.essex.sch.uk.
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